
 
 

National Conference on Scholarly Communication 
and Intellectual Property Rights 

 

CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

National Conference on Scholarly Communication and Intellectual Property Rights (SCIPR-
2014) organized by School of Planning and Architecture, Vijayawada (SPAV) was held at the 
Gateway Hotel, Vijayawada during 4-5 August 2014. Nearly 100 professionals, invitees and 
students attended the Conference. 

 
The Conference was inaugurated by Prof. 
Dr. N. Sridharan, Director, SPAV, on 4 
August 2014. Prof. Dr. Abdul Razak, 
Chairperson Organizing Committee, 
extended a warm welcome to all the 
delegates, guests, and invited speakers.  
The Conference Director Dr V Vishwa 
Mohan, Professor & Head, Dept. of 
Library and Information Science (LIS), 
Osmania University, Hyderabad, spoke 
about the theme, objectives, resource 
persons and the schedule of the 
Conference. He explained about the 

power of knowledge, piracy, plagiarism 
in the digital world and ways and 
means to overcome them. Dr. A.K. 
Garg, Chief Guest and Director, IPR 
Division, Department of Electronics and 
Information Technology (DEITY), 
Ministry of Communication and 
Information Technology (MoICT), Govt. 
of India. He explained about patenting 
and protecting of traditional knowledge 
system. He also explains the difference 
is in the nature of IPR regimes in 
respective countries and how the IPR is 
successfully commercialized, He also 
added that scholarly communication 



 
 

(writing patent applications) was at the core of the issue. 
 

Dr Srinivas Pentyala, Guest of 
Honour and Professor and 
Entrepreneur, Departments of 
Anesthesiology, Urology, Health 
Sciences, Physiology & Biophysics, 
Stony Brook Medical Center, Stony 
Brook, New York, USA, has briefly 
explained about the importance of 
intellectual property of innovations 
and inventions. He also said 
promotion and protection of 
intellectual property would spur 
economic growth and encourage 
commitment of additional resources 
for further innovation. This was 

followed by the Inaugural Address of Dr. N. Sridharan who dwelt on the Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPRs) as researcher working for his PhD. He discussed about plagiarism issues and 
other problems of scholarly communication. Dr. Y. Srinivasa Rao, Convener of the Conference 
and Dy Librarian, SPAV, proposed a 
vote of thanks. He extended sincere 
thanks to the sponsors DEITY, MoCIT; 
Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), Ministry of 
Defence; and Informatics India Ltd, 
Bengaluru for financial assistance and 
BS Publications, Hyderabad for free 
publication and supply of the 
conference papers booklet, which 
helped in the successful organization 
the event.  
 
Conference Volume released by the 
Chief Guest and other dignitaries on the 
dais.  
 
The Inaugural Session followed by Plenary Session. Dr Srinivas Pentyala, Guest of Honour and 

Stony Brook Medical Center, 
Stony Brook, New York, USA, 
delivered the Keynote Address. 
He explained from his own 
experience various steps to be 
taken in patenting innovations and 
their commercialization for 
exploitation. He took his own 
patents as examples and 
discussed the efforts made and 
the problems faced in making the 
patents commercially viable and 
available for the common public at 
affordable prices.  
 



 
 

The first Technical Session on Scholarly Communication was held after lunch. The Session 
was chaired by Dr. Chennupati K. Ramaiah, Professor, Dept of LIS, Pondicherry University. Dr. 
K. Sathyanarayana, former 
Senior Deputy Director-
General/Scientist G & Editor in 
Chief, Indian Journal of Medical 
Research, and Coordinator, 
Department of Health Research, 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research, New Delhi delivered 
the Invited Lecture on Scholarly 
Communication and IPRs in the 
Digital Era: Breaking Barriers to 
Promote Access. The 
presentation dwelt at length on 
the various aspects of the 
Conference theme. He explained 
briefly about Copyright Act and its amendments, reasons for plagiarism and encouraging Open 
Access (OA) to scholarly publications. The talk was followed by lively discussions. There were 
6 papers in the Session, mostly case studies on, Scholarly Publications in Science and 
Technology on Odisha; Citation Analysis of Doctoral Theses submitted to R.T.M. Nagpur 
University; Information Seeking Behaviour of Undergraduate Students in Engineering College 
Library; E-Learning and E- Publishing; and Impact of Information Technology on 
Entrepreneurship. 
 

The Second and Third 
Technical Sessions were held 
on 5 August 2014 dealing with 
themes of the Sessions were 
Open Access, and Intellectual 
Property Rights. Dr. K. 
Sathyanarayana, chaired the 
combined sessions. Dr. A.L. 
Moorthy, Chief Consultant (Inf. 
Sci), BrahMos Aerospace, 
Hyderabad & former Director, 
DESIDOC, Delhi, delivered 
Invited Lecture on Copyright in 
Open Access Era: Dealing with 
Plagiarism. He briefly 
mentioned about Copyright, the 

profits of commercial publishers, the losses to the national economy due to piracy and 
plagiarism, and moving 
towards OA. He also 
discussed the increase in 
plagiarism due to OA, 
predatory journals, and 
various plagiarism cases from 
abroad and India; reasons for 
plagiarism and remedial steps 
were also explained. There 
were 10 papers in the two 
sessions; four papers viz.  
Digital Repositories and Open 
Access at Mahatma Gandhi 
Antarrashtriya Hindi 
Vishwavidyalaya by Sadanand 



 
 

Kumar Choudhary, etal; Open Access System in India and Abroad by Sukanya Koner and 
Harshita Thakre; Intellectual Property Rights in India: Significance of Patents by Dr Y. Srinivasa 
Rao: and Copyright-related Issues in Electronic Books by Dr Chennupati K. Ramaiah, were 

presented. Other papers dealt 
with Role of Library 
Professionals in Open Access 
Scholarly Communication; 
Prospects of Social Networking 
in Academic Libraries; Open 
Educational Resources in India 
and OA  Resources in 
Architecture; Intellectual 
Property and Path to 
Commercialization; Copyright, 
Permission and Fair Use; and 
Fair Use Culture of Copyrighted 
Materials in Engineering and 
Polytechnic Colleges of West 
Bengal. A very lively discussion 

followed the presentations. 
 
Prof Dr Ramesh Srikonda, Professor and HOD, Department of Architecture, SPAV, was the 
Chief Guest at the Valedictory Session. He 
welcomed all delegates and expressed 
satisfaction on the conduct of the Conference, 
deliberations and discussions that it generated 
and hoped that the awareness of IPRs will guide 
the scientific community, researchers, students 
and faculty in judiciously using the material for 
research purposes. Dr V Vishwa Mohan, 
Conference Director, presented the Conference 
Report and Recommendations which were 
adopted by the Conference. Dr Y. Srinivasa Rao, 
Convenor, SCIPR-2014 proposed a vote of 
thanks. 
 
 
For the participants of the Conference, the 
Organizers arranged a tour to Amaravathi, an 
important place for Buddhism and famous for the 
Amareswara temple, one of the 
famous Pancharamas dedicated to Lord Shiva, 
former capital of Andhra Satavahanas during 2nd 
century BCE to 3rd century CE. 
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Recommendations of the Conference  
 
1. The Conference appreciates of School of Planning and Architecture, Vijayawada for 

having selected a topic very much necessary in today’s digital information world. It 
recommends organizing a couple of workshops on Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) to 
train academic, scientific and student community in this area. 

 
2. The Conference resolves that in order to increase awareness about scholarly 

communication and publications, open access and IPRs including copyright, UGC should 
mandate all undergraduate/graduate level courses to have IPRs as a compulsory paper.  

 
3. Awareness programs on copyright and plagiarism should start from higher secondary 

school level, both for teachers and students. 
 
4. Having taken note of the impact of Open Access (OA) journals and the OA papers, and 

their visibility and usage of information, the Conference resolves to encourage OA efforts 
by individual, institutions and pressure groups in India. Also awareness is to be created 
amongst authors of R&D papers and encourage them to publish in OA journals or host on 
Institutional Repositories (IRs). 

 
5. The Conference recommends that the Government should take necessary steps to 

mandate all R&D output that is the outcome of the Government funded research openly 
accessible. 

 
6. Noting the role of IRs in image building of the institution/university, the Conference 

strongly recommends establishment of institutional repositories by all academic 
institutions and R&D agencies. 

 
7. The Conference recommends that at the institution/university level, there is a need for 

publicizing fair use of copyrighted material and create awareness among prospective 
authors for citing material of others in their research publications.  

 
8. Quality of scholarly communication and publication should encourage at academic and 

R&D laboratories. To improve quality of research papers and towards enhanced scholarly 
communication, the Conference finds a need to establish Research Evaluation 
Committees in all R&D institutions and universities to review the papers being submitted 
for publication in journals and other publications. 

 
9. The Conference strongly feels that plagiarism is to be discouraged and for this purpose, 

all academic and R&D institutions have to make plagiarism checking/detecting software 
available to the Research Evaluation Committees. 

 
10. Patents do enhance the innovation index of the country. So, the Conference resolves 

that all efforts to be made by institutions to patent useful innovations.  
 

11. The IPR Laws should be strengthened and implemented strictly at every level for 
preventing violation of the copyright and IPRs at academic and R&D laboratories. 

 
12. Conference also recommends preservation of local knowledge, literature and their 

protection.  
 
 

Dr. Y. SrinivasaRao 
Convener, SCIPR-2014 

Prof. Dr. Abdul Razak Mohamed  
Chairperson, SCIPR-2014 

 


